
 
 
12 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
 
I hope that you and your families continue to be safe and well during this period of Level 5 
restrictions. While there continue to be ongoing challenges I am glad to hear from our 
principals and managers that online learning is going much more smoothly and that 
engagement is positive among staff and students. 
 
The current period of restrictions is difficult for everyone as we do our best to ensure that 
our students continue with their learning and that they are supported to maintain their 
connection and well-being in this time of uncertainty. 
 
Hopefully, the recent announcement of engagement regarding the State examinations will 
assist in providing a pathway for students and teachers in their focus for the remainder of 
the academic year.  It is always easier to make the journey when we know how we are going 
to get there and, I anticipate that such direction will emerge from the current engagement. 
 
For staff too, it is important to stay connected with colleagues in your school, centre or 
service as a source of support for yourself and each other.  We can all help to continue to 
support each other and our students and learners with that kind word, generous smile and a 
little forbearance when needed. 
 
As we continue with our work, our executive and administrative teams in Kilkenny and 
Carlow ETB are working tirelessly to support our schools, centres and services as they 
maintain our education and training services during this time.  I want to assure you of our 
continued commitment to doing this during the months ahead. 
 
It is almost a year since we went into our first lockdown and we have all had to adapt to this 
new reality.  It hasn’t been easy and there have been challenging days but we have, through 
innovation and resilience, prevailed and continued. Our successes are attributable to the 
efforts of you, our staff, who have repeatedly risen to the demands which this pandemic has 
presented. I extend my deepest gratitude to each of you for your contribution to this work. 
 
I urge you to continue to stay safe and stay connected. 
 
 
Bí curamach agus tá sábháilte 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Eileen Curtis 
Chief Executive  


